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This is 2 six-page special report on
the tragedy aboard the 25th flight of
the Space Shuttle. Stories were

compiled by FLORIDA TODAY staff
writers and the Associated Press

- and Gannett News Service.
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WASHINGTON — President
Reagan today postponed the State
of the Union address he had
planned for tonight and instead
prepared to address the nation on
the Space Shuttle tragedy.

“The president, like all Ameri-
cans, watched this on television,”
presidential spokesman Larry
Speakes said. “He felt very keenly
the emotion that must be felt by
the families down there, who have
watched this in person, and very
keenly what the American people
must be feeling.

. “He consulted with the con-
gressional leadership, and the con-
sensus of opinion of the executive
and legislative branches was that
it was appropriate to postpone”
the speech, his fifth annual address
of the state of the union.

So, Speakes said, Reagan will
deliver the speech to a joint ses-
sion of the Senate and the House
next Tuesday.

Reagan had been scheduled to,
in the words of one aide, “redefine
the role of the government for the
next decade and into the next
century.”

Speakes said that Reagan, in-
stead, would speak from the Oval
Office about the explosion. Details
and timing of the address were
still being worked out, he added.

The spokesman also said Rea-
gan was delaying three days of
campaign-style speech-making he
had planned to buttress his State of
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First teacher
among victims

By Chet Lunner
FLORIDA TODAY

The Shuttle Challenger explod-
ed about a minute after lift off
today from Kennedy Space Center
apparently killing all seven of its
crew members.

Recovery ships were immedi-
ately sent to the scene but the
crew, including teacher-in-space
Christa McAuliffe, 37, of Concord,
N.H., were presumed dead after
the 100-ton vehicle’s giant external
fuel tank exploded in mid-air.

Also aboard were commander
Francis R. Scobee, 46; pilot Mi-
chael J. Smith, 40; Judith Resnik,
36; Ronald E. McNair, 35; Ellison
S. Onizuka, 39; and Gregory B.
Jarvis, 41.

Prelimi indications are
“that one-of twih solid-rocket
boosters on the side of the Shuttle
somehow separated and struck the
giant fuel tank carrying 526,000
gallons of volatile liquid propellent,

It fell approximately 18 miles
down range. The rescue effort is to
be coordinated by the commander
in chief of the North Atlantic Fleet
of the U.S. Navy, in Norfolk, Va.

President Reagan told report-
ers at the White House: “It’s a
horrible thing all of us have wit-
nessed. I can’t rid myself of the
thought of the sacrifice of the
families who were there at the
Cape and watching this tragedy
also. I can’t help but think what
they must be going through.”

Families of the crew, 1,200
students from McAuliffe’s high
school, hundreds of news media
and spectators were first stunned,
then wailing and tearful, as the
magnitude of the disaster became
clear.

The students were cheering

G )

the launch when a teacher shouted
for them to be quiet when the
explosion occurred. ;

It was the first flight accident
in the NASA shuttle program,
which began here with the flight of
Columbia in April 1981. :

“Oh no,” “oh
look,” spectators ct
liant white smoke
sky above them.

“There has “been -an. explo-
sion,” mission control announced
from Houston over a public adress
system. “We had an apparently
normal ascent up to the time the
main engines throttled down, then
back up. One minute or so into the
flight, there was an apparent ex-
nlosion.” s

Reagan “stood in almost
stunned silence” as he watched a
replay of the tragedy-fefled mis-
sion on television at the White
House.

“You could read sorrow and
anxiety on his face as he
watched,” said White House
spokesman Larry Speakes.

Reagan had been meeting with
aides when the Space Shuttle Chal-
lenger exploded. Informed of the
tragedy, Reagan brgke off the
meeting and went immediately to
as study to watch television
and await word of the astronauts
fate.

“There was concern, anxiety,
silence,” said Speakes.

NASA officials were unable to
immediately determine what had
caused the tragedy. The single,
solid trail of smoke that usually
follows a Shuttle aloft suddenly
split into several smaller arching
lines and the spaceship seemed
momentarily suspended before ap-
pearing to break into pieces.

ory Jarvis and Judy Resnik.








